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Dear Friends
During the last couple of months of lockdown there have been various
initiatives in Newdigate, including members of the Horticultural Society
who have been raising fund for charity by leaving out seedling plants
for sale. We thought we’d give it a go at the Rectory, and bought a
young cabbage plant. All was going extremely well, we planted it in the
soil, watered it, and it started to thrive.
Everything seemed good, until one morning we looked out, and there
was nothing there, the cabbage plant had completely vanished, and in
its place sat a very contented looking cabbage white caterpillar. You
do your best to grow plants, but there are all kinds of challenges to
grapple with. Like most places, Newdigate gets its fair share of weeds
and dandelions, ivy, stinging nettles, and brambles are fairly common.
There has even been some giant hogweed sprouting up in the village
this year. All of these have to be dealt with if other flowers plants and
crops are to grow successfully.
Jesus was well aware of the problems that farmers encountered in
growing crops. In Matthew’s Gospel chapter 13 he told a story known
as the parable of the wheat and tares. Tares were very difficult weeds
to deal with. Potentially they could destroy any farmers livelihood. If
tare seeds somehow ended up amongst wheat seeds then at the early
stages of growth the two plants looked the same. It was only at a later
stage when the roots were intertwined, that the farmer would realise
there was a problem. But, at that stage he couldn’t pull up the tares,
because he’d also damage the wheat. The only option was to go right
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to harvest time, pull the two up together, and then carefully separate
and destroy the tare seeds because they were poisonous.
What Jesus was pointing out in this parable was that some problems
do not have easy instant solutions, they have to be managed carefully
over a long period of time. The last few months of the COVID-19
epidemic have taught us that. As yet, there is no vaccine for this
terrible virus - we all wish there was, but there isn’t - so we have to
deal with it through measures like hand hygiene, face coverings, social
distancing, track and trace. It’s frustrating, and we need patience and
determination. Ultimately we won’t have to live with the restrictions of
recent times, but for the moment we do. Jesus also made a spiritual
point. All have us have good and not so good parts of our lives in
evidence at one and the same time. This time of response to the
epidemic has brought out both the best in us and the worst in us at
one and the same time. We have probably all been aware of examples
of extreme kindness, as well as examples of complete selfishness. Yet,
Jesus always urged us to be patient with each other. Above all,
whenever and wherever we have a chance to sow, he asked us to sow
good seeds and not to sow weeds.
During September we will continue to hold Sunday Services. Each
Sunday there will be an 8.30am BCP Holy Communion (with wafers
only distributed and not wine), and a 10am Morning Worship. We have
planned things so that services last no longer than half an hour, and we
are following hand hygiene instructions. Social distancing requirements
mean that maximum numbers allowed at any Service are 30. We also
ask that folks wear face coverings in Church, though children under 11
and those with certain medical conditions are exempt from having to
do so.
At the moment not everyone is able to get out and about, and to visit
public buildings, so for the time being the Sunday Talks are also being
recorded and will be available to view on the Church Face Book page:
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https://en-gb.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-Newdigate299399600427941/
A reminder that there are Newdigate based volunteers who can help
get food and medicine if you are unable to leave your house. Also, if
would like to talk or pray in confidence with someone on the
telephone, then St Peter’s Clergy and Pastoral Assistants are at hand.
Contact details can be found on St Peters Newdigate website:
http://stpetersnewdigate.co.uk/
With my best wishes

Andrew Coe

FROM THE REGISTERS
The Wedding of Robert East and Maureen Connell took place in Church on
Saturday 8th August 2020.
The Wedding of Michael Skelton and Katherine Collins took place in Church
on Saturday 22nd August 2020.

The Newdigate Volunteer Contact group is still on hand
if you need shopping or errands run. Please contact
Christiana
Powell
(07795
285667
or
email
Christiana_powell@hotmail.com) so that she can
coordinate accordingly. Foodaid is available from
Brockham - contact Christiana if you would like more
information.
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St Peter’s Worship News
8.30am Holy Communion BCP
and 10am Morning Worship
on Sundays 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30 August.
The Services will last half an hour maximum.

A Sunday Message
is posted every week on the church Facebook page. Do
take a look
https://en-gb.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-Newdigate299399600427941/

************

Private Prayer
The church is open for individual private prayer only on

Thursdays from 10am – 12 noon
No other Church facilities will be available
•
•
•
•
•

Please use the South Side Chapel area only
Please observe the social distancing rules
If you are showing signs of COVID-19 please do not enter the
building
Only three people are allowed in Church at any one time.
Please use the hand sanitiser provided to clean your hands on
entering and leaving the building and follow the directions of
the Church Steward

Thank you for your cooperation
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Morning Prayer
is happening every Wednesday on Zoom!
If you would like to join for this short service please
contact Martin Gilpin on
martin@stpetersnewdigate.org.uk
****************
CHURCHYARD COFFEE/ZOOM COFFEE
An Informal gathering for coffee in the churchyard, if fine, or
online if wet!
For further details please email celianewbery@gmail.com or phone
01306 631440
Thursday 3rd September - Churchyard Coffee 10.30 – 11.30 am if
fine, Zoom Coffee from 10.15 if wet.
Thursday 10th September - Churchyard Coffee 10.30 – 11.30 am if
fine, Zoom Coffee from 10.15 if wet.
Thursday 17th September - Churchyard Coffee 10.30 – 11.30 am if
fine, Zoom Coffee from 10.15 if wet.
Wednesday 23rd September - Zoom Coffee 9.45am

TALK IN THE TOWER
DVD discussion group
Thursday 24th September – in Church 10.30-11.30am – with
refreshments in the churchyard if fine. All welcome.
For further details please email celianewbery@gmail.com or phone
01306 631440
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Forthcoming Editions of the Magazine
We hope to resume hard copies of the magazine very soon and we are
constantly reviewing the general situation.
To consider delivering to all households we need to ensure that we
have sufficient deliverers. If you are on our current list of delivers
could you contact Barry Jordan on 07969 128420 to discuss your likely
availability?
Equally if you think you might like to join the delivery team please get
in touch with Barry.
Also, if you have anything you would like included in the magazine
please contact me in the usual way
– email parishmag@newdigate.org.uk
Thanks.
Julie Briscoe

KeePing Active
The 'KeePing Active' table tennis club is back in operation at the
Scout's Hut. We play from 3.00 - 5.00pm on Monday afternoons. At
the moment numbers are limited so please contact Tina Callcut
(tina.callcut@btinternet.com or 01306 631148) for further
information.

6

Dear residents
Keep Surrey safe – this is a phased communications campaign
from Surrey County Council to raise awareness that everyone
who has symptoms of Coronavirus can now get tested, if they test positive
they need to share contacts with NHS Test and Trace to stop the spread of
the virus. By continuing to follow safety guidelines and engaging in Test and
Trace residents can play their part to Keep Surrey safe and avoid local
lockdowns.
The ongoing messaging to Surrey residents is to keep the COVID-19 virus
under control by 5 simple things….
Play your part to keep Surrey safe and avoid a local lockdown
• Keep your distance.
• Wear face coverings where appropriate.
• Symptoms? self isolate and get tested
• If you test positive share your contacts with Test and Trace
• Keep washing those hands.
By following these simple safety guidelines hopefully we will stop the need
for local lockdowns. The mechanics of a local lockdown and at what risk level
these are triggered is still being formulated nationally and as soon as more
details are ready we will be updating our communications.
For the latest information from Surrey County Council ……
• Surrey County Council Website for more information on testing and
Surrey’s Local Outbreak Plan visit
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/people-and-community/emergencyplanning-and-community-safety/coronavirus/coronavirus-testing
• Please follow our social media and news channels for up to date
information:Surrey News for updates https://news.surreycc.gov.uk/author/surreynews/
Surrey County Council Facebook
Surrey Matters Twitter and Facebook
Kind regards
Surrey County Council Communications Team
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Horticultural Society Autumn Show Cancelled
Sadly, the Annual Autumn Show will not take place this year, due to all
of the Covid-19 restrictions. We had really hoped that we would be
able to go ahead with the event but have taken the decision to cancel
it.
HOWEVER, the society continues to strive to celebrate horticulture
within the community. Our next event will take the form of Open
Gardens in September, on a pre-booked basis (more details to be
provided shortly). If there is anyone in Newdigate who would be
willing to join in in by opening their garden please let me know. All
precautions in view of Covid 19 will be taken at these visits.
We are also having a cactus sale with a range of cacti that have been
kindly donated to us. The catalogue will be circulated to members at
the beginning of September. (If you are interested in these and are not
a member please contact susie@greenstonemd.com)
We continue with our bi-weekly photo competitions, most recently
enjoying Flowers within the Garden.
Happy gardening as we enter Autumn!
Sandra Cabral 01306 632767
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St Peter’s Newdigate – Surrey Weald Team
www.stpetersnewdigate.co.uk
Team Rector
The Reverend Andrew Coe
The Rectory, Church Lane, Newdigate
RH5 5DL 631469 (day off – Friday)
Associate Minister
Rev Noelle Coe 631469
Rev Dr Martin Gilpin 631485
Church Wardens
Sean Glynn 631647
Paul Middleton 632999
Verger
Barry Jordan 07969 128420
Licensed Lay Minister (Reader) Emerita
Anne Sawtell 631483

Parish Office
Wednesday & Thursday:
10 am – 12.00 noon 631848
PCC Treasurer:
treasurer@stpetersnewdigate.org.uk
Pastoral Assistants
Kathy Bettesworth 631215
Celia Newbery 631440
Marianne Tartari 887235
Linda Glynn 631647
Tina Callcut 631148
Barry Jordan 07969 128420
Team Vicar of Holmwood
Rev Barbara Steadman-Allen 889118
Team Vicar of Capel and Ockley
Rev Liz Richardson 711260

Church Organisations
Mothers’ Union
Julie Briscoe 631679
Planned Giving
Rev Andrew Coe 631469
St Peter’s Luncheon Club
Ashley Frost 711875
Carol Humphreys 631556
Lesley Mears 631544
Explorers/Sunday Night Fellowship
James & Kirsty Baker 631054

Bellringers
Simon Everett 711325
Children’s Society
Janet Brearley 631486
St Peter’s Sunday Club
Trish Morbey 631384
Choir
Janet Brearley 631486
Flower Rota
Ann Hanson 631585

Schools
Newdigate Endowed C of E Infants
School Office 631353
Alok Agarwal (Governors) 631888
Pippa Bennett (Friends of Newdigate School)
07810184717

Newdigate Pre School
Joanna Johnson 632882
The Weald C of E (Aided) Primary
School Office 711719

Parish Magazine
General Editor: Julie Briscoe
Brookhurst, Village Street,
Newdigate RH5 5AD 631679
Distribution
Barry Jordan 07969 128420

Advertising: Caroline Clark
theclarks661@gmail.com
Diary Editor
Alma Brookman 01293 863157

Copy for any one month must be sent by e-mail to
parishmag@newdigate.org.uk or left in the Porch Box or the Church Office
(in the Vestry) by the 5th of the preceding month.
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Newdigate Directory
www.newdigate.org.uk
Parish Council
www.newdigateparishcouncil.gov.uk
Bill Kear (Chairman) 01293 862666 email – bill@billkear.co.uk
Lesley Bignell (Clerk) 07958 519350 email - clerk@newdigateparishcouncil.gov.uk
District/County Councillors
Lesley Bushnell 711275 Mary Huggins 712303 Helyn Clack 01293 862221
Newdigate Community Centre/Village Hall
Kingsland, Newdigate, RH5 5DA
Secretary: George Brind 631115
NCC Information, Defect Reporting and Hall & Tennis Bookings – Jonathan Sloane-Hill 631391
Newdigate Clubs and Associations
Guides – Nicola Jones 713691
Brownies – Pauline Austin 631527
Rainbows – Nikki Halsey 01293 862283
Cub Scouts – Ian Jones 07470 309797
Scouts – Gary Bailey 07748 641174
Beaver Scouts –
James Dearsley 07775 797286
Royal British Legion –
Don Thwaites 01293 871681
Newdigate Local History Society –
John Callcut 631148
Tuesday Matters – Olivia Fenwick 631139
Mothers’ Union – Julie Briscoe 631679

Bowls Club – Ameeta Goss 07760 659612
Cricket Club – Andrew Major 711170
Football Club – Simon Haigh 07748 918261
Tennis Club – Newdigate Community Centre
Horticultural Society –
Sandra Cabral 632767
Choral Society – George Brind 631115
Sports & Social Club –
Jonathan Sloane-Hill 631391
Baby Belles –
Hayley Crutcher 07939 002546
Good Companions –
Terry Ward 01293 863080

Newdigate Surgery: 631242, www.brockwoodmedicalpractice.nhs.uk
Opening Times: 8 am – 6.30 pm (Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri) 8am – 5.00 pm (Tues)
Infant Welfare Clinic: 2 pm, on the 3rd Tues of each month

Other Contacts
Henry Smith’s Charity
Don Thwaites 01293 871681
Friends of St Catherine’s Hospice
Bridget Mackinnon 631308
Steer & Booth Foundation
Andrew Coe 631469
John Ede Trust (Supporting children with
Mental Disabilities)
Keith Posner 888990

Friends of St Peter’s Trust
Rob Astrop 632729
Mole Valley Emergency (5pm – 8.30am)
01372 376585
Charlotte Broadwood Flats at Capel
Ann Hanson 631585

Gatwick Noise and Flightpath Infringements: 0800 393070 www.gatwickairport.com/noise
Surrey County Council Trading Standards Rapid Action Team: 08454 040506
Police: molevalley@surrey.pnn.police.uk Website: surrey.police.uk/mole-valley/dorking-rural-east/
PCSO 15904 Sophia Manelfi
PCSO 8761 Dave Sadler
Surrey Police incident reporting number: 101 or 01483 571212
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Dorking Museum in August
Dorking Museum currently remains closed and other activities are on
hold whilst plans are put in place to allow us to re-open and resume
activities safely whilst continuing to offer an appropriate visitor
experience. For an update on resumption of activities, to read our
regularly updated blog, to become a member or to donate, please visit
the website www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.
Dorking is a focal point for this September’s transatlantic
commemoration of the 400th anniversary of a significant moment in
history – the sailing of the Mayflower for the New World in September
1620 – although another significant event, the coronavirus crisis, may
mute celebrations a little.
Six Dorking residents sailed on the Mayflower. For their full story, you
are encouraged to read the fascinating tale of ‘The Weaver, the
Shoemaker and the Mother of a Nation: The Story of Dorking’s
Mayflower Pilgrims’ by Kathy Atherton and Susannah Horne, published
by The Cockerel Press, available from the Museum online bookshop
(dorkingmuseum.org.uk) and local outlets.
With the Museum currently closed, the autumn exhibition
commemorating the anniversary is being held over until next year.
Meanwhile, the team has devised a template for an original Mayflower
model for children to make. Download it now from
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk/mayflowermodel. When completed, you
are invited to send a digital photo to admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk
and some of these will be displayed on the website.
Walking in Dorking: The Museum is pleased to announce the
resumption of its programme of guided walks in and around Dorking in
September. There are some changes to take account of current
conditions: we can only take a maximum of six people per walk,
bookable through our website (providing contact details for NHS test
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and trace), and all walkers must wear masks. Details and Covidprocedures on www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk/guided-walks-arounddorking/.
The main programme starts with The Deepdene Trail (including access
to the Hope Mausoleum) on 5th and 6th September, 2pm, £5 per head.
There will be two Mayflower 400 walks, revealing Dorking in the time
of William Mullins, on 23rd, 6pm, and 27th September, 4.30pm, £4 per
head.
There will also be a series of free walks for Heritage Open Days (10th20th September):
• The Deepdene Trail (including access to the Hope Mausoleum):
12th and 13th, 2pm.
• Mayflower 400 Walk – Dorking in the time of William Mullins:
12th, 6pm, and 13th, 4.30pm.
• Betchworth Castle Tours (including access to the Castle
enclosure): 13th and 20th, 2pm.
• Hidden Dorking Historic Walk: 20th, 11am.

Newdigate Local History Society
Heritage Open Days
Unfortunately we have not been able to hold our proposed exhibition
about 'Hidden Nature' in the Village Hall. Instead we are reproducing
the exhibition on-line on our website at www.nlhs.org.uk. We will be
exploring facets of hidden nature that have helped shape Newdigate.
Clay, wood, lime and iron have all played their part in the development
of the village over many centuries.
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We usually hold our AGM in September but this year it won't happen.
All the committee members have agreed to stand for a further year so
we look forward to when we return to normality and can arrange more
talks, walks and trips. We have sadly recently lost some long-standing
members who will be sorely missed.
If you are interested in the history of the village then why not become
a member. It costs just £8.00 for the year and further information can
be obtained from our membership secretary, Irene Manning, at
immanning@btinternet.com.

Newdigate Cricket Club
With the easing of lockdown we have managed to
play a number of matches and been able to have
training sessions for juniors, ladies and men cricketers - all desperate
to get back playing again.
The dry weather has meant that the pitch has been lightning fast and
as a result there have been lots of high scores. For instance in our
Saturday match against Chertsey, they scored 271 and we scored 261!
We have been encouraged by the number of local people who have
been coming to the Brocus and enjoying a drink and a picnic whilst
watching the cricket. We have had some exciting matches in the T20
Surrey Slam competition and at the time of writing we hope to qualify
for the area finals. Our ladies, competing in a similar competition, are
also playing very well. We have arranged friendly matches at under 10,
11, 12, 13 and 14 levels.
We hope to continue playing at home until the third week of
September when the square will have to be 'put to bed' but away
matches have been organised right up to the second week of October.
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NEWDIGATE PARISH COUNCIL

The Parish Council met at the Village Hall on Monday 10 August. The
public had been invited but only two people attended in person,
others attended remotely. One of the main items for discussion on the
agenda was traffic calming and dangerous speeding throughout the
Village. Several suggestions were made about how to progress the
recommendations from the survey of residents and an update will be
given at the next meeting.
Progress was reported on the Parish Council's involvement in the joint
management and upkeep of the Newdigate Brickworks Nature
Reserve. This is expected to be agreed with Surrey Wildlife Trust soon
and in good time to start work on some safety improvements before
the winter weather closes in again.
Several reports have been received recently about air pollution around
Newdigate caused by burning of toxic and imported noxious waste.
Various measures were considered by the Parish Council to assist the
relevant authorities in combatting the problem and an update will be
given at the next meeting.
The next meeting of the Parish Council is on Monday 14 September at
8pm and the public are welcome to attend. Social distancing remains
in place at the time of writing and all requirements for holding public
meetings will be observed.

Lesley Bignell, Clerk to the Council 07958 519350
clerk@newdigateparishcouncil.gov.uk www.newdigateparishcouncil.gov.uk
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HENRY SMITH’S CHARITY (NEWDIGATE)
The charity provides financial assistance to people of all ages who live
in Newdigate and are in need.
The Trustees are now able to issue voucher payments and if you
need help - eg fuel bills, hospital transport, student needs or
unexpected expenses - please complete the following form and return
to the Clerk (Jackie Collis, Limeway Cottage, Hogspudding Lane,
Newdigate RH5 5DS) or any of the Trustees by 18th September 2020.

Name ……………………………………………………….......................................................
Address …………………………………………………………..................……………………………..

.............................................................................................................................

Tel. No. …………………………...................................

I would like help with ………………………………………….............................................
Signature……………………………...................

Date………………………………......

PLEASE NOTE: Applications can only be considered from residents of the civil
parish of Newdigate.
We are able to issue voucher payments via cheque or BACS. Please provide:
Account Name ……………………………………………………………………………………………..
Account Number ………………………………………………..
Sort Code ………………………………………………..
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